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‘Caring goes to the heart of what is
human’ says the Archbishop of
Canterbury in his New Year Message

Services & Events – In Church:

Sunday 8th January Epiphany
9.30am Tilton (with Lowesby) Holy Communion (Revd
Jayne Lewis)
10.00am Tugby (with East Norton) Morning Praise
(Congregation Led)
5.00pm Owston Evening Prayer (Churchwarden Led)
Sunday 15th January Epiphany 2
9.30am Knossington Holy Communion (Revd Jayne
Lewis)
10.00am Hallaton Holy Communion (Revd Jeff Hopewell)
Sunday 22nd January
9.30am Owston Holy Communion (Revd Jayne Lewis)
11.00am Tugby Holy Communion (Revd Jayne Lewis)
Sunday 29th January
4.00pm Slawston Christingle (Revd Jayne Lewis)
11.15am Knossington (with Cold Overton) Holy
Communion (Revd Jayne Lewis)

: Sunday 8th January 11.00am Zoom
Launde Parishes Zoom Service

Leading & Reflecting: Revd Jayne Lewis
To Join our Launde Parishes Zoom please click on the link
below:
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87679803190?pwd=VzV5d1
UwaTd4UnIybDdTbmdVUTZTZz09
Meeting ID: 876 7980 3190
Passcode: 172162
DIAL IN FROM A LANDLINE OR MOBILE:
T. 0203 481 5240
Enter the Meeting ID: 876 7980 3190 followed by #.
Enter the Passcode: 172162 followed by #

The Collect: For the First Sunday of
Epiphany and the Baptism of Christ
Eternal Father,
who at the baptism of Jesus
revealed him to be your Son,
anointing him with the Holy Spirit:
grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit,
that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted
children;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen

Our Churches Online:

For the latest news visit the Hallaton Benefice
website: ourbenefice.webador.co.uk or Tilton website:
http://www.tiltonchurch.co.uk/St._Peters_Church.html

Revd Jayne Lewis: 0116 259 7244
Jaynelewis28@googlemail.com

Listen to the Archbishop of Canterbury’s message:
https://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/news/newsand-statements/caring-goes-heart-what-human-saysarchbishop-canterbury-his-new-year

Statement by the Archbishop of
Canterbury on the death of Pope
Benedict XVI

https://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/news/newsand-statements/statement-archbishop-canterburydeath-pope-benedict-xvi

Reflection for the First Sunday of
Epiphany and the Baptism of Christ
This Sunday is set aside by the Church to remember the
Baptism of Christ. After all our focus on Jesus, the babe
of Bethlehem, we now move on 30 years. At the start of
his public ministry, we find Jesus coming to John, whose
mission is to prepare the people for the coming of the
Messiah, by urging them to repent and receive baptism;
to be cleansed from their sins and ready to welcome the
Christ. John knows well that Jesus, the man standing
before him asking for baptism, is the promised Messiah
and has no need to be baptised, being sinless and right
with God, his Father.
One of the names for Jesus highlighted over the
Christmas season is Immanuel, 'God with us'. We know
from his lowly and humble birth in very difficult
circumstances, he is indeed very much 'one of us'. We
see this also through his baptism. Although he has no
need of cleansing from sin, he chooses to join the many
people whom John has baptised. But his holiness is also
acknowledged when the Holy Spirit descends upon him
and his Father's voice is heard affirming who he is and
how much he is loved by God. What a wonderful start to
Jesus' ministry this is!
It is also encouraging for us, knowing that the Son of God
is most certainly 'God with us'. To know that he
experienced what it is to be human in every way; to
know we have a God who so loves us that he gave up so
much to be one of us gives us hope and comfort in our
own journey of faith. May we be heartened and assured
by our Saviour's deep love for us throughout this new
year in both good and difficult times and, like John, tell
others the good news of the Gospel
Revd Christine Blodwell

Bible Readings:
Sunday 8th January 2023
The First Sunday of Epiphany and the
Baptism of Christ
Isaiah 42:1-9
New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised
The Servant, a Light to the Nations
42 Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my spirit upon him;
he will bring forth justice to the nations.
2
He will not cry or lift up his voice,
or make it heard in the street;
3
a bruised reed he will not break,
and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.
4
He will not grow faint or be crushed
until he has established justice in the earth;
and the coastlands wait for his teaching.
5
Thus says God, the Lord,
who created the heavens and stretched them
out,
who spread out the earth and what comes
from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk in it:
6
I am the Lord, I have called you in
righteousness,
I have taken you by the hand and kept you;
I have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations,
7
to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
8
I am the Lord, that is my name;
my glory I give to no other,
nor my praise to idols.
9
See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things I now declare;
before they spring forth,
I tell you of them.

Acts 10:34-43
New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised

Gentiles Hear the Good News
34
Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly
understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in
every nation anyone who fears him and does what
is right is acceptable to him. 36 You know the
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching
peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That
message spread throughout Judea, beginning in
Galilee after the baptism that John
announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went
about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with
him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in

Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by
hanging him on a tree; 40 but God raised him on the
third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all
the people but to us who were chosen by God as
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after
he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to
preach to the people and to testify that he is the
one ordained by God as judge of the living and the
dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness
of sins through his name.’

Matthew 3:13-17
New Revised Standard Version Anglicised

The Baptism of Jesus
13
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the
Jordan, to be baptised by him. 14 John would have
prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptised by
you, and do you come to me?’ 15 But Jesus
answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for
us in this way to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then he
consented. 16 And when Jesus had been baptised,
just as he came up from the water, suddenly the
heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit
of God descending like a dove and alighting on
him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my
Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’

Additional Prayer for the Day:

Heavenly Father,
at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son:
may we recognise him as our Lord
and know ourselves to be your beloved children;
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Amen

Food Bank Appeal:

Our Churches continue to support local Foodbanks.
Jubilee Foodbank Market Harborough You can drop off
donations at Hallaton Church or to Linda Jones at 25,
Eastgate, Hallaton at any time.
Please note that all food collected is non-perishable, longlife or tinned.

PLACE OF WELCOME AT TUGBY
CHURCH:
BRINGING PEOPLE TOGETHER
o
o

Friendship and Hospitality
Regular opening every Wednesday 2.30 – 4pm
during term time

St Peter’s Church, Tilton:
Friday Mornings ‘Coffee and Chat’
Between 10.30 – 12.00noon

Café Morrell, St Michael and All Angels
Church, Hallaton
Tuesday Mornings Coffee, Cake and Chat
10.00 to 12.30pm

We wish you a Happy, Healthy, Peaceful 2023

